Ashburton Willows Cricket Club

Players and Parents Code of Conduct

Philosophy of Player Participation

This is our simple philosophy of participation for all players:

The Club is committed to ensuring that all players get the most out their cricketing experience. We wish it to be enjoyable and rewarding. Coaches will try to give all players equal time at batting, bowling and fielding. This will apply especially in the younger grades. Where equal time cannot be achieved in any one game the coaches will endeavour to ensure that through time this is achieved. As players move into the older grades, especially U/16, the coaches will look to prepare players for the more competitive senior grade cricket.

Players Code of Conduct

· Play by the rules.

· Always encourage your fellow players do not criticise them.  (It is better to encourage than it is to criticise).

· Never argue with an official.  If you disagree, have your Captain or Coach approach the official during a break or after the game.

· Control your temper.  Verbal abuse, deliberately interfering with or provoking an opponent or throwing equipment is not acceptable or permitted.

· Treat players as you would like to be treated.  Do not interfere with, bully or take unfair advantage of another player.

· Never make remarks based on race, gender or religion to any one.

· Co-operate with your coach, team mates and opponents, without them there would be no game.

· Foul language is not acceptable.

· Attend training, listen to your coach and concentrate on developing your skills.

· Correct uniform is to be worn on match days. Ashburton Willows Cricket Club

Parents/Guardians Code of Conduct
· Please attend as much of the cricket of your children as possible. Everyone gets far more out of this wonderful sport when parents and players experience it together.

· Encourage and support the children to always play according to the rules.
· Never ridicule or yell at a child for making a mistake or losing a game.

· Remember that children learn best by example.  Applaud good play by both teams.

· If you disagree with an official keep it to yourself and in perspective, everyone makes mistakes.

· Recognise the value and importance of volunteer coaches.  They give their time and resources to provide recreational activities for your child, they deserve your support.

· Teach children that an honest effort is as important as victory so the result of each game is accepted with good grace and not disappointment.

· Condemn the use of violence or verbal abuse in any form by anybody.

· Demonstrate appropriate social behaviour by not using foul language, harassing players, coaches or officials.

· Be prepared to assist the club by volunteering your time.

· The Club warmly encourages parents to take a real interest in their children’s cricket.  We have found that children get far more enjoyment from the game when one or both parents come along to watch and help them.

· Remember the behaviour of your child is your responsibility not the Coaches.

Coaches Code of Conduct
· Lead by example in ensuring the players show respect and courtesy at all times.

· Be reasonable in your demands on young players’ time, energy and enthusiasm.

· Teach your players that rules of the game are mutual agreements which no one should evade or provoke.

· Promote the etiquette of cricket.

· Whenever possible, group players according to age, height, skills and maturity.

· Avoid over-playing the talented players.  As far as possible give each player equal playing time and coaching attention.

· Remember that children play for fun and enjoyment and that winning is only a small part of their motivation.

· Never tell off or ridicule a child for making an error or losing a game.

· Ensure that equipment and facilities meet safety standards and are appropriate to the age and ability of the children.

· The scheduling and length of practice times and competition should take into consideration the maturity level of the children.

· Develop team respect for the ability of opponents as well as for the judgement of officials and opposing coaches.

· If in doubt follow the advice of a physician in determining when an injured player is ready to recommence playing.

· Make a personal commitment to keep yourself informed of sound coaching principles and the principles of growth and development of children.

· Do not in any way abuse your position of trust.
Please be aware that be it player, parent/guardian or coach any violation of these codes of conduct may result in disciplinary action or expulsion from the Club.

Junior Committee and Junior Office Bearers

The Ashburton Willows Cricket Club has a large number of wonderful volunteers who run the Club. The Club is administered by a Senior Committee lead by our Club President. The Club has strong senior and junior sections that each field about five teams. The Junior Section is administered by a Junior Committee of about five people lead by a Junior Coordinator. About 30 other volunteers make up the other office bearers doing the coaching, website, kit, uniforms, social functions and much more. A list of these people is available on our website.
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